CHURCHLESS SPIRITUALITY:
RECOVERING THE ESSENCE OF COMMUNITY
Is the church essential or non-essential for Christian identity? This workshop wrestles with some of
the biggest challenges that accompany the growing trend of ‘churchless spirituality’. This
individualistic trend — which is rapidly gaining momentum and popularity across different Christian
denominations — took all traditional churches by surprise and found them ill-equipped to deal with
it. It involves does who left communities of faith and yet remained believers. For them, belonging to
the organised and institutionalized church is something that is optional or non-essential for Christian
identity. In this workshop, Dr Tihomir Lazic follows four questions of Osmer’s method to address the
burning issues and to propose fresh ways in which Christians can engage this phenomenon and use
it as an opportunity to deepen, strengthen and achieve a more authentic expression of church’s
relational nature (koinonia).

WHAT IS OSMER'S METHOD?
Richard Osmer’s primary purpose is to equip congregational leaders to engage in practical
theological interpretation of episodes, situations, and contexts that confront them in ministry.
Osmer proposes a model of practical theological interpretation with four tasks:
1. The descriptive-empirical task asks, ‘What is going on?’
2. The interpretive task asks, ‘Why is it going on?’
3. The normative task asks, ‘What ought to be going on?’
4. The pragmatic task asks, ‘How might we respond?’
If interested to learn more, see his seminal book:
Osmer, Richard R. Practical Theology: An Introduction (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2008).
For a useful summary of his method, see: https://www.sats.edu.za/pastor-practical-theologian/

ABOUT THE PRESENTER:
Dr Tihomir Lazić works as a Lecturer in Systematic Theology at
Newbold College and as the Director of Public Campus Ministry (or
Student Ministry) at the Trans-European Division of the Seventh-day
Adventist church. He completed his doctorate in theology at the
University of Oxford. His speciality is in systematic theology, or more
precisely, contemporary ecclesiology — particularly the issues of
Adventist ecclesiology and identity. Lazić lives in England and is
married to Kärt Lazić from Estonia. The main drives that shape his
vision of life and ministry are the sense of wonder and adventure that
come from exploring the unknown and from the relentless quest to
understand God and believers' life in Him.
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QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION
The following questions seek to guide our joint search towards finding some fresh and creative
ways of responding to the challenges of churchless spirituality by building a more authentic and
deeper relationships in our local churches.

1. Can a person be a true Christian without being a part of the church?
2. What are the most common reasons why people are leaving the church today?
3. How to recover the awareness of God’s presence and aliveness in our local churches?
4. How can we grow in love towards others and God? Especially towards those who are very
different than us? What about loving our enemies?
5. What are the most practical and concrete ways to express koinonia in our daily Christian life?
6. What can we do to provide a greater space in our church for all the members to have the chance
to respond to God’s calling by exercising more fully their spiritual gifts in the service of others?
7. How can we help marginalised and neglected people among us to feel accepted and
appreciated?
8. How can our brokenness and weakness be used by God to empower others to grow spiritually?
9. What can we do to maintain the balance between the external and internal growth of our
community? In other words, how do we avoid the trap of becoming the social club that is not
interested in the world around itself, or becoming the missionary society that suffers from
internally poor relationships?
10. In which way can we contribute towards encouraging the members of our church to fulfil their
part in God’s cosmic story?
11. What can each of us do this week to deepen the authentic relationships within our community?
12. How can church embody its message?

WATCH THE PRE-RECORDED YOUTUBE VIDEO:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N8Wk0k5t6xI
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